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No.CMVIPID.OS 191202¢,
Devendra Fadnavis

Chief Minister
Maharashtra

30 JUL 202

(Principals of all Colleges and Headmasters /

Headmistresses of Schools across the State)

Warm greetings,
Today I am happy to write through this letter on a special occasion.

15% August, our Independence Day, is approaching soon. As every
year, this year too we will salute the national flag and pay tribute to all those
who sacrificed their lives for freedom. But an even greater responsibility lies
with all of us — to preserve this freedom, to enrich it further, and to make our
country and our state stronger as we move along the path of a developed
India.

The biggest problem confronting the country today is that of drugs. It is
the duty of all of us to protect our youth from this danger and keep them
away from it. Only then can we build a strong generation for tomorrow. The
Government of Maharashtra has resolved to make the entire state free of
addiction. An Anti-Narcotics Task Force has been constituted in the state,
and various campaigns are being continuously conducted. However, this
battle is not the government’s alone — the participation of all of you will prove
extremely valuable in it.

Schools and colleges can be the first step in steering young people away
from drugs. That is why the role of teachers like you is extremely important. I
am confident that if a chain is formed among principals, headmasters,
teachers, and parents, we can win this battle much faster — hence this letter.

I would like to humbly suggest a few small measures to you:

1, Pledge on Independence Day: After the flag hoisting on 15th August,
all students, teachers, and staff should take the pledge: “Addiction-free
students-Addiction-free Maharashtra ”

2. Narcotics Prevention Committee: Each institution should form such
& committee comprising senior teachers, parents, and student
representatives, and hold its meetings regularly,
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3. Vigilance: Keep watch over sensitive locations in and around the

educational premises, such as paan shops, hostels, and canteens. If anything
suspicious is noticed, inform the local police or the Anti-Narcotics Task Force
immediately. The identity of the informant will be kept completely
confidential.

4, Sensitivity, not stigma: If a student is found caught in the grip of
addiction, treat them as a victim and provide them with all necessary help.
Bring them out of it through counselling and dialogue with parents.

Remember, our law is strict against drug traffickers, not against the victim.
The effort should be to mould them into a responsible citizen of tomorrow.

8, Student volunteers: Schools and colleges run many initiatives such as

more effectively,

Finally, securing the future of our coming generations is our collective
responsibility. I am confident that you too will surely contribute to this great
endeavour. If our next generation is strong and healthy, no force can stop
India from becoming a developed nation.

Once again, heartfelt wishes to all of you!
Jai Hind, Jai Maharashtra!
Yours,

(Devendra Fadnavis)

(Enclosed: The pledge to be administered on 15t August.)
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